
CHAPTER 13
TRANSPOSITION

Transposition is the process of moving a note or group of notes to a specific

higher or lower pitch level. To transpose is to write or perform in a different key

or at a different pitch level. Pitch relationships must remain intact during

transposition.

TRANSPOSITION BY SCALE DEGREE

The most direct means of organizing pitch relationships for transposition is

to identify the pattern of scale degrees in the original key, then to perform or

in a different key. Using numbers will help identifywrite the pattern

degrees.

the scale

Figure 13.1: Scale Degree Transposition (diatonic major).
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Transposition in minor keys that have accidentals may require chromatic signs

that differ from the accidentals in the original music. The purpose is to keep the

pitch relationships intact.

Figure 13.2: Scale Degree Transposition (harmonic minor).

Transposing diatonic melodies maybe easier than transposing melodies with

many accidentals because chromatic signs maybe different after transposition.

The pitch relationships must be kept intact.
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Figure 13.3: Scale Degree Transposition (chromatic).

TRANSPOSITION BY INTERVAL

Transposing by individual intervals may increase accuracy in music that

has many accidentals, creates a complex key relationship, or has complex scale

degree relationships. Interval transposition may also make a half step or whole

step transposition easier. A transposition written or played the same exact

interval above or below the original will keep the pitch relationships intact.
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Figure 13.4: Interval Transposition (harmonic).

Melodic intervals in the transposed music will

melodic intervals in the original key.

correspond to the same

Figure 13.5: Interval Transposition (melodic).

TRANSPOSITION BY CHANGE OF KEY SIGNATURE

When a transposition desired is a half step higher or lower and the notes

remain on the same staff degrees, transposition by key signature maybe used.
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This is accomplished by imagining the different key signature, reading the same

staff degrees, and correcting accidentals to keep the pitch relationships intact.

The same accidentals will not be used in the transposed key, so the effect of the

accidental (raising or lowering) must be created by means of a different

chromatic sign.

Figure 13.6: Key signature Transposition.

13-5




	CONTENTS
	CHAPTERS

	CHAPTER 1
	CHAPTER 2
	CHAPTER 3
	CHAPTER 4
	CHAPTER 5
	CHAPTER 6
	CHAPTER 7
	CHAPTER 8
	CHAPTER 9
	CHAPTER 10
	CHAPTER 11
	CHAPTER 12
	CHAPTER 13
	CHAPTER 14
	CHAPTER 15
	CHAPTER 16
	CHAPTER 17
	CHAPTER 18
	CHAPTER 19

	APPENDIX

	APPENDIX A
	APPENDIX B
	APPENDIX C

	INDEX
	FIGURES
	FIGURE 2.1
	FIGURE 2.8
	FIGURE 3.4
	FIGURE 3.5
	FIGURE 3.7
	FIGURE 3.11
	FIGURE 10.12
	FIGURE 12.2
	FIGURE A.8
	FIGURE B.9a
	FIGURE B.10a
	FIGURE B.10b
	FIGURE B.14a
	FIGURE B.14e
	FIGURE B.15a
	FIGURE B.15b
	FIGURE B.15c
	FIGURE B.15d
	FIGURE B.15e
	FIGURE B.15f
	FIGURE B.18
	FIGURE B.18a
	FIGURE B.18b

	PAGES

	PAGE 1-1
	PAGE 1-2
	PAGE 1-4
	PAGE 2-1
	PAGE 2-2
	PAGE 2-3
	PAGE 2-4
	PAGE 2-5
	PAGE 2-6
	PAGE 2-8
	PAGE 2-9
	PAGE 2-11
	PAGE 2-12
	PAGE 3-1
	PAGE 3-3
	PAGE 3-4
	PAGE 3-5
	PAGE 3-6
	PAGE 3-7
	PAGE 3-8
	PAGE 3-10
	PAGE 4-1
	PAGE 4-2
	PAGE 4-4
	PAGE 4-5
	PAGE 4-6
	PAGE 4-7
	PAGE 4-8
	PAGE 4-9
	PAGE 5-1
	PAGE 5-2
	PAGE 5-3
	PAGE 5-4
	PAGE 6-1
	PAGE 6-5
	PAGE 6-6
	PAGE 6-8
	PAGE 6-9
	PAGE 7-1
	PAGE 7-3
	PAGE 7-5
	PAGE 7-6
	PAGE 7-7
	PAGE 7-8
	PAGE 7-10
	PAGE 7-11
	PAGE 7-12
	PAGE 8-1
	PAGE 8-2
	PAGE 8-3
	PAGE 8-4
	PAGE 8-5
	PAGE 8-6
	PAGE 8-7
	PAGE 8-8
	PAGE 8-9
	PAGE 8-10
	PAGE 8-11
	PAGE 8-12
	PAGE 9-1
	PAGE 9-3
	PAGE 9-4
	PAGE 10-1
	PAGE 10-2
	PAGE 10-3
	PAGE 10-4
	PAGE 10-5
	PAGE 10-6
	PAGE 10-7
	PAGE 10-9
	PAGE 10-10
	PAGE 10-11
	PAGE 10-13
	PAGE 10-14
	PAGE 10-15
	PAGE 10-16
	PAGE 11-1
	PAGE 11-2
	PAGE 11-3
	PAGE 11-4
	PAGE 11-5
	PAGE 11-6
	PAGE 11-7
	PAGE 12-1
	PAGE 12-3
	PAGE 12-7
	PAGE 13-1
	PAGE 14-1
	PAGE 14-6
	PAGE 14-7
	PAGE 14-10
	PAGE 14-15
	PAGE 14-16
	PAGE 15-1
	PAGE 15-5
	PAGE 16-1
	PAGE 16-4
	PAGE 17-1
	PAGE 17-2
	PAGE 18-1
	PAGE 18-2
	PAGE 18-3
	PAGE 19-1
	PAGE 19-6
	PAGE A-1
	PAGE B-1
	PAGE B-12
	PAGE B-15
	PAGE B-22
	PAGE C-1
	PAGE C-2


